
 
 

AVFCA Oppose Unless Amended  
SB 1479 COVID-19 testing in schools: COVID-19 testing plans (Pan) 

April 21, 2022 
Members of the Senate Committee on Education 
State Capitol,  
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
Dear Chair Leyva and the Members of the Senate Committee on Education: 
On behalf of A Voice for Choice Advocacy, I regret to inform you that we oppose SB 1479, 
unless it is amended.  A Voice for Choice Advocacy advocates for people’s rights to be fully 
informed about the composition, quality, and short- and long-term health effects of all products 
that go into people’s bodies, such as food, water, air, pharmaceuticals, and cosmetics. 
Per the SB 1479 bill summary “This bill would require each school district, county office of 
education, and charter school to create a COVID-19 testing plan that is consistent with guidance 
from the department and to designate one staff member to report information on its COVID-19 
testing program to the department. The bill would require each school within a school district to 
designate one staff member to report information on its COVID-19 testing program to the school 
district, and would authorize each school within a school district to name a staff member to lead 
its COVID-19 testing program.”   
Our concerns and requested amendments with SB 1479 are as follows: 

• The bill is arbitrary:  There is no scientific evidence that requiring COVID-19 testing for 
all public school children in California will reduce infection, transmission, severity of 
cases or number of deaths within schools or the local community.   

• The bill is passé: COVID-19 is now an endemic virus.  The California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) earlier this month released new guidance stating that those exposed 
to COVID-19, and showing no symptoms, no longer need to quarantine.  This makes 
testing irrelevant.  Instead schools should be following the age old policy of “if you are 
sick, stay home”. 

• The bill creates a burden on our already overstretched public schools:  If this bill moves 
forward, we ask that throughout SB 1479 that either the word “shall” is replaced with 
“may”, or an “opt-out” clause be added, so that schools who don’t have the financial or 
staffing capacity are not penalized if they do not comply with the law. 

• The bill takes a one size fits all approach:  We have seen over the past two years that some 
areas of California have been affected by COVID-19 much more than other areas.  
Requiring a COVID-19 testing plan that is consistent with CDPH guidance may not be 
appropriate for all schools.  COVID-19 cases will be greater in some areas than other 
areas and will have different needs.  We ask the bill be changed so that schools can refer 
to local district guidelines rather than CDPH guidelines.  

  

A Voice for Choice Advocacy  530 Showers Drive, Suite 7-404, Mountain View, CA 94040 



 
 

• The bill discriminates those with special needs and medical or mental health conditions 
which prevent them from being able to test:  Currently, the state only offers nasal swab 
tests.  Nasal swabs cannot be performed on some students due to their disabilities or 
medical or health conditions.  We ask that the bill specifies, not only that “(f) The State 
Department of Public Health shall determine which COVID-19 tests are appropriate for 
use for the testing programs described in this section” but that saliva tests must be offered 
as an alternative, as well as any newer tests which use less invasive methods, so that 
students are not excluded due to their inability to test.  Even with this addition, there will 
be some students who will still not be able to attend in-person school if there is a testing 
requirement without exceptions specified.  A current real example: A child in Southern 
California with severe autism has been prevented from attending in-person school because 
he cannot meet his school’s weekly COVID-19 requirement.  He refuses to have a swab 
put up his nose.  His parents tried to get him to perform a saliva test, which they were 
successful with, but he has now regressed into spitting at friends and family, a habit that 
had been previously successfully curtailed.  Due to this spitting he has been prevented 
from attending school.  Not being in school has further set him back both academically 
and social emotionally.  Children like this one should not be prevented from attending in-
person school because they cannot take the test. 

• The bill is indefinite:  COVID-19 has become endemic, and no one can say how it will 
progress in the next 6 months, 12 months or longer.  The only thing we can say for certain 
is that COVID-19 will continue to evolve and treatments and vaccines will also continue 
to evolve.  Making the COVID-19 testing plan an endless requirement makes no sense.  If 
this bill moves forward, it must have a sunset clause that it will expire at the end of the 
2023 school year and if necessary, be reevaluated by the legislature at that time. 

In summary, while we ask you to oppose SB 1479, if the bill moves forward in the legislature 
we ask that it is amended as follows: 

• The word “shall” be replaced with “may” throughout, or an “opt-in” clause be added 
• Schools defer to local district testing guidelines rather than CDPH guidelines  
• Saliva tests be offered as an alternative, as well as any newer less invasive testing methods 
• Those with disabilities or medical/mental health issues who cannot test be allowed to opt 

out of testing, while still being allowed to attend school in-person 
• Apply a sunset date of July 2023 

Thank you for your time and consideration.   
Sincerely,  

 

Christina Hildebrand,  
President, A Voice for Choice Advocacy, Inc. 
christina@avoiceforchoice.org 
Giving issues a voice, A Voice for Choice Advocacy advocates for people’s rights to be fully informed about the 
composition, quality, and short- and long-term health effects of all products that go into people’s bodies, such as 
food, water, air, pharmaceuticals and cosmetics. 
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